
Marketing Committee Meeting

Tuesday, June 10, 2025

11 AM



Marketing Updates



Open Haywood/Elk Bucks

• 108 Participating Businesses to Accept Elk Bucks
• 24 Lodging Properties to Receive Marketing Materials
• Ads begin June 23

Visitors who book qualifying overnight stays can earn Elk Bucks (digital gift 
card) to spend at local participating businesses. 

Length of Stay Eligible Nights Elk Bucks Value

2 nights Sunday-Thursday only $50

3 nights Sunday-Thursday only $100

4+ nights Must include 3+ midweek nights (Sun-Thurs) One Fri/Sat is allowed $200



Open Haywood/Elk Bucks

Retargeting Ads

Video Ads



T-Shirt Contest



T-Shirt Design Contest

Light of the Mountains
AJ James – 199 votes

Morning Commute
Jillian Ohl – 176 votes

The Whistle Pigs
Jillian Ohl – 97 votes

Majestic
Sony Hatcher – 97 votes

The Outdoors
David Suriano – 84 votes



DCI Scope of Work



















Budget



Public Relations



2025/2026 PR Plan



May Recovery Group Press Trip Recap
Telling the story of recovery after Helene, through visits to businesses such as: Cold Mountain Art Collective, Funky Fern, Roll Up Herbal Bar, 

Ten Acre Garden, Inspiration Park at Maggie Mountaineer Crafts, Frog Level Brewing, and more.

Secured Coverage: matadornetwork.com/read/things-to-do-in-haywood-county

http://matadornetwork.com/read/things-to-do-in-haywood-county


October Press Trip

Fall Foliage FAM (Sept. 29 - Oct. 3)

Media RSVPs include:
● Marika Flatt, Texas Lifestyle Magazine
● Lisa Blake, Matador Network
● Hayli Zuccola, Tampa Magazines
● Cheré Cohen, Freelance (New Orleans Magazine)
● Kara Kimbrough, Mississippi Press Association
● Sarah Bisacca, Freelance (Tasting Table, Forbes Travel Guide, Eater)

Itinerary Ideas?



Go Pro Partnership

• Co-host a GoPro press trip of content creators who focus on outdoor 
adventure.

• Visit Haywood, MMGY and GoPro develop itinerary.
• Visit Haywood covers all travel and expenses for the content creators. 
• Content is shared on GoPro's website and the content creators' 

individual accounts. 
• We think this is a great opportunity worth exploring for Haywood 

County for 2026. 
• The process takes about 10 months total.



SATW Conference Bid

• Society of American Travel Writers' Annual Conference
• Proposed dates: Sept 27 – 30, 2026 or Oct 4 – 8, 2026
• Average attendance: 250 members

o Stories & exposure for years after event
• Proposal due date: June 30, 2025

o Collaborative effort with Lake Junaluska & MMGY
o "Better Together" with our neighboring destinations



Next Meeting
Tuesday, August 12, 2025


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Open Haywood/Elk Bucks
	Slide 4: Open Haywood/Elk Bucks
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: 2025/2026 PR Plan
	Slide 19: May Recovery Group Press Trip Recap
	Slide 20: October Press Trip
	Slide 21: Go Pro Partnership
	Slide 22: SATW Conference Bid
	Slide 23

